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SALON DE REFUSES OLYMPIQUE 
 

Join us for the current manifestation of what began as the  initiated 

‘Olympic Artist Forum’  - an afternoon of presentations and roundtable discussion 
exploring creative responses to the changing London 2012 Olympic site and surrounding 

regeneration zone.  The salon gives voice to those operating alongside official cultural 

programming and offering a more critical stance - from outright rejection of the ‘Olympic 
story’ to ironic critique and adaptive actions. Primarily this salon aims to address 

practices that attempt to engage audiences and participants with the Olympic- led 

regeneration and changes happening in East London in the run-up to 2012 in a thought 

provoking way and creative way. The event will feature short presentations of work by 
participants using their vision and visuals as prompts to engage with key questions 

raised within the salon.  

 
The debate will be accompanied by tea and cake made from the fruits of the Olympic 

fringe lands provided by Pudding Mill River: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and 

Foodstuffs, event hosts.  

 
Pudding Mill River: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs have been 

gathering the wild fruits of the Lower Lea Valley for generations and now that the Games 
are coming to town they are hard at work collecting the last wild harvest (from 

blackberries to sloes) from the very edges of the Olympic zone. They are also busy 

taking both their delicious produce (from sloe gin to blackberry cake) and firm’s history 
and manifesto out to the public through hosting stalls and multi-media performative 

introductions to the project at venues from Lift to ArtProjx. These have gone down a treat 

prompting discussion, laughter, networking and participation as fact and fiction and 
artistic and social enterprise fuse and food, debate, theatre, film and rural pursuits act as 

a means of initiating engagement with and exploration of the edge lands, history and 

legacy of the London Olympic site. 

http://puddingmillriver.blogspot.com 
 



There will be a post salon essay as part of the TINAG Festival publication by Hilary 

Powell tackling the debate and questions raised. Hilary is a Hackney based artist whose 
interdisciplinary practice is consistently engaged with the changing urban environment. 

Since making the film ‘The Games’ in 2007 staging an alternative Olympics on the site 

set to become the Olympic Park she has continued working around the context of the 

Olympic site with the projects Pudding Mill River, Wick Curiosity Shop with Andreas 
Lang and Polly Brannan of public works and future collaborations. 

www.optimisticproductions.co.uk 

 
Participants include: 

Stephen Cornford, Tessa Garland, Leigh Niland, Emma Dwyer (MOLAS), Andreas Lang 

(public works) Julika Gittner and Jon Purnell, Gesche Wuerfel, Jim Thorp 
 

 

 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS 

 
Stephen Cornford 

Trespassing the Olympic Site is an ongoing project initiated in response to the 

compulsory purchase of the area between Hackney Wick and Stratford. It comprises a 

series of performances without audience responding to the shifting cast of objects that 
inhabit this evolving wasteland. The work takes place at night and is documented in long 

exposure digital stills, pitting a solitary human figure against a landscape of post-

industrial demolition. Each image depicts an improvised action for camera, at once 
reminiscent of Swampy-era anti-road protest footage and at the same time searching for 

tactile solace in this increasingly inhospitable terrain: hugging diggers, snuggling in 

rubble, awestruck by destruction. The project aims to question the reality of 'public 

ownership' in a privatised world and challenges superficial interpretations of 
'transparency' and 'community consultation'. 

http://www.scrawn.co.uk/trespassing.html 

http://trespassingtheolympicsite.blogspot.com/ 
 

Tessa Garland 

Artist Tessa Garland has been making a number of short videos about the demolition 
and building process that is happening in the 2012 Olympic Park.  

Follow the link to view her latest video ‘Park Life’, where she playfully mixes ideas of 

power and destruction with those of absurdity and wit. Classic film works such as 

Jurassic park, Godzilla and King Kong have all influenced the work. 
http://www.tessagarland.com/html/video/parklife.html 

 

Leigh Niland.  
American Painter/Printmaker Leigh Niland has a longstanding interest in creating 

moody, representational depictions of the Hackney Wick/Hackney Marsh area where 

she lives and works. Her latest work ‘Postcards from Nowhere’ is a tourist stand of 



Hackney Wick memorabilia including postcards, t-shirts, sports pennants and custom 

made baseball jackets. Having moved to the area in 2003 from Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, Hackney Wick was a place that made direct reference to themes of human 

loneliness and manifestations of self-neglect. 2005 saw the area win the bid for the 2012 

Olympic Games, and vast tracts of Hackney Wick/Hackney Marsh, where the artist had 

been working, were slated for demolition and development. The resultant work is a large 
body of drawings, paintings, photographs and prints including lithographs, mezzotints, 

etchings and screen prints. Niland has captured the experience of what once was; the 

pictures are a tribute to a vanished landscape and carry an emotive consideration of the 
psychological experience of human loneliness. 

www.leighniland.com 

 
Emma Dwyer (Senior Archaeologist, Standing Buildings, MOLAS – Museum of London 

Archaeological Services)  

MOLAS are engaged on a large scale in recording the archaeology and buildings of the 

Olympic zone. Emma is undertaking a lot of the historic building and built heritage 
recording in the Olympics area, including a survey of the electricity pylons, prior to their 

decommission and removal. This also includes their more alternative uses – from the 

pylons on the marshes used in Hilary Powell’s film ‘The Games’ to railway structures 
demolished to make way for the new East London Line and featured in numerous films 

and art projects. Her upcoming work involves how we define heritage, how we manage 

and interpret it and who is best placed to do it. She is particularly interested in how 
artists and archaeologists have and can collaborate in examining and recording the 

vestiges of the recent past and the contemporary built environment. 

http://www.molas.org.uk 

 
Andreas Lang (public works) 

public works is an art/architecture collective whose projects address the question how 

users of public space are engaging with their environment and how design and 
programmatic strategies can support and facilitate physical, economical and social 

infrastructures in the public realm. public works’ art and architecture collaboration is 

using the methodology of art led processes to explore how existing social dynamics can 

inform spatial, architectural and urban proposals. 
Andreas Lang and Polly Brannan of public works recently received a commission from 

SPACE and invited Pudding Mill River: Purveyors of Sporting Spirits and Foodstuffs to 

work with them developing the Wick Curiosity Shop for its first outing at the Hackney 
Wick Festival. The Wick Curiosity Shop is an eclectic collection of local produce, 

memorabilia, oral history, songs and stories from or about Hackney Wick. On the day of 

the Festival the shop hosted a rich mixture of displays and performances, bringing 
together the weird and the wonderful found in Hackney Wick. Leading up to the Festival 

the Wick Curiosity Shop with the help of Hackney Wick residence has been open and on 

location to host a number of small scale events and bring together the community and to 

collect the curiosities it starts to house.  The Wick Curiosity Shop is based on the mobile 
porch - a mobile piece of mini architecture that roamed the area in August and 

September.  

www.wickcuriosityshop.net 
www.publicworksgroup.net 

http://www.mobileporch.net 

www.hackneywickfestival.org.uk 
 

 



Julika Gittner and Jon Purnell 

Co-curators with Adrian Holme of  ‘From the Picturesque to the Demolished’ 
The curators will present the event they organised to highlight the illegal demolition of 

Angel Cottage (located right under the official 2012 Olympics viewing platform) featuring 

video and performance artists and architects relating to themes of destruction, political 

protest or regeneration and speeches by local residents and activists who have 
supported the reconstruction of one of the oldest surviving buildings in Stratford . 

Despite its protected status, the Georgian Grade II listed Angel Cottage in Windmill Lane 

was demolished under the cover of plastic sheeting in November last year. The 1826 
Georgian cottage had been sold at auction for £400,000 and stood opposite the Olympic 

site and the new Stratford City development on some of the most valuable development 

land in London . The illegal demolition was discovered by outraged local residents who 
demanded an investigation of the case by both the council and English Heritage. 

The local council has subsequently prosecuted the owner and served an enforcement 

notice to have the building reinstated brick by brick at the owner's expense. Architects 

are currently trying to reconstruct the building from old photographs. 
The curators acknowledge the support of the Railway Tavern Hotel, whose staff and 

customers have been vocal in their support for the rebuilding of the Cottage. 

Featuring work by: Simon Boudvin, El Vonne Brown, cack-u-like, Lee Campbell, David 
Critchley, Janet Dooner, Tom Ellis, Friends of Angel Cottage (Gerri Grogan), Julika 

Gittner, Lee Holden, Adrian Holme, Alex Ingram, Daniel Lehan, Dan Marmot, Chris 

Meigh-Andrews, Victoria Melody, London Particular (Ben Seymour, David Panos), Alex 
Pearl, Albert Potrony, John Smith, Prisca Thielmann, William Titley, Jonathan Trayner, 

Tom Woolner 

 

Gesche Wuerfel. 
“Go for Gold!” is an ongoing series of photographs that both depicts and critiques how 

the 2012 Olympic Games are transforming Britain’s landscape. Although the Olympic 

future is still invisible to the naked eye, it is present in the impending Olympic 
Masterplan. “Go for Gold!” highlights this contrast. The images capture the sites’ local 

past while the titles represent the sites’ Olympic future. This juxtaposition of images and 

titles evokes the discordance of the present during its moment of transition. More recent 

work focuses on sporting venues in central London and across the nation. These photos 
broaden the approach to demonstrate how the Olympics affect the entire country.   

This project is also shown as part of ‘A Line is there to be broken’ within the festival. 

www.geschewuerfel.com  
 

Jim Thorp is a photographer concerned with recording the ongoing East End and 

Olympic site degeneration / transformation and related displacement phenomena. 

He had previously taken photographs on his commute by bicycle from Chingford to the 
City via Hackney Marshes and his interest in the changing area re-emerged when he 

took on an allotment plot near his current residence in Hertfordshire and heard of the 

celebrated plight of Manor Gardens allotments, now evicted from the Olympic Park area. 
As with many other artists the blue fence appeared to Jim as a symbol of exclusion and 

inspired him to depict it as such alongside attempting to record of the places and people 

that would be displaced as a result.  

www.jimthorpimages.co.uk   
 

 


